. :
2
54
o P
-
A=
>,
4
g
.
.._4"
-

3
A
.

¥
o,
W
&,
:".' :
&
ey
e

Purple Loosestrife

Lythrum salicaria

Perennial

Grows b to 8 feet tall Cache County Vegetation

Management Division
435-755-1562

Grows in shallow ponds, marshlands, or ditches  jake.forsgren@cachecounty.gov

Blooms midsummer

Impedes water flow



Suggested Control Methods for Purple Loosestrife

Manual & Mechanical Control

Hand Pulling/Digging: Best for young plants (under 2 years) or small populations in moist, loose
soil; dig out the entire rootstock to prevent regrowth.

Cutting/Mowing: Ineffective alone as it promotes regrowth; cut flowering spikes before seeds de-
velop and bag them, or mow repeatedly (multiple times a year for years).

Herbicides: Effective for large patches; use aquatic-labeled glyphosate or triclopyr for wetland are-
as.

Application: Follow all label directions, wear protective gear, and avoid spraying in wind or rain to
protect non-target plants and aquatic life.

Biological Control

Insects: Introduce specific beetles and weevils that feed only on purple loosestrife, preventing
seeding and significantly reducing populations long-term.

Best Practices for All Methods

Proper Disposal: Bag all removed plant material (roots, stems, seed heads) and dispose in trash or
burn to prevent spreading seeds.

Erosion Control: Take measures to prevent soil erosion, especially on shorelines.

Clean Equipment: Thoroughly clean boots, tools, and equipment to avoid transporting seeds.


https://www.google.com/search?q=Chemical+Control&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1065US1065&sca_esv=cbcc352c89b9e229&ei=SgFoae_8BoLJkPIPj9DkeQ&ved=2ahUKEwiI876e9YuSAxUGIEQIHYLuMacQgK4QegQIBBAA&uact=5&oq=control+methods+for+purple+loosetrife&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJWNvbnRy
https://www.google.com/search?q=Biological+Control&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1065US1065&sca_esv=cbcc352c89b9e229&ei=SgFoae_8BoLJkPIPj9DkeQ&ved=2ahUKEwiI876e9YuSAxUGIEQIHYLuMacQgK4QegQIBhAA&uact=5&oq=control+methods+for+purple+loosetrife&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJWNvbn

